Amendments to the Conference Program
Session Cancellations/Additions and Room Changes

· The Legal Services Track on May 29 will be located in Latrobe (no longer Bullfinch/Renwick). This includes both “Lawyers Working to End Homelessness among Veterans: How Lawyers Can Support Your Efforts” from 2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. and “Veteran Treatment Courts: Meeting Untreated Wounds of War” from 3:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.

· The sessions “Partners within USICH: Other Agency Resources for Homeless Veterans” in Conference Theater on May 31 from 9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. have been cancelled.
· The session “Enhanced Use Lease” has been added on May 30 in Constitution B/B from 1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Additional Session and Presenter Information

· Marc Katz, Congressional, Intergovernmental and Public Affairs Director at NASWA is a co-presenter in the session “American Job Center Resources”
· Todd Bowers, Vice President, Relationship Manager, JP Morgan Chase will replace Maureen Casey in the session “Converting Foreclosed Property”
· Danielle Joy Phaneuf, Site Director will replace Sean Benedict and Justin Chavez in the session “Meeting the Needs of Homeless Veteran Families”
· Kristine DiNardo is the correct spelling for the co-presenter in the session “Services and Programs for Aging and Disabled Veterans”
Additional Presenter Biographies
Amy Conrick is the Program Manager for the Joblinks Employment Transportation Initiative, housed at the Community Transportation Association of America. In her work, she not only uncovers and disseminates promising practices, but also provides direct technical assistance to communities striving to create new transportation options to jobs, training, and related destinations. Her team has recently begun incorporating innovation techniques to transformed the work of communities.

Angela Simoneau is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker currently employed with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  She graduated from George Washington University with a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology in 2001, with a minor in Chinese Language and Literature. In 2003, she received a Master of Social Work degree from the University of Southern California, with internships working with teenage girls involved in the juvenile justice system and at Kaiser Permanente, Department of Psychiatry.  Upon graduation, Ms. Simoneau worked with youth involved in the foster system at a residential treatment center and at a treatment-level foster family agency.  She also worked as a therapist with children and families involved in the child welfare system.  In 2007, Ms. Simoneau transitioned to work in the field of adult mental health with the County of San Diego – first at an outpatient mental health clinic, and then with the Office of the Public Conservator as a Court Investigator.  In 2010, she began working for the VA, initially facilitating the development of the Recuperative Care Program. Presently, Ms. Simoneau is a Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist. In this role, Ms. Simoneau aids justice-involved Veterans in accessing treatment to avoid the unnecessary criminalization of their mental health issues, and she provides education to the community regarding Veteran specific matters and services. Ms. Simoneau also serves as the VA representative for the San Diego Homeless Court, coordinates “Veterans Day” outreach events at the local jails, and participates as a member of the Veterans Treatment Review Calendar treatment team.

Jessica Blue-Howells, MSW is National Coordinator, Healthcare for Reentry Veterans (HCRV) Program, and Acting National Coordinator, CHALENG (Community Homeless Assessment, Local Education and Networking Groups) for Veterans at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Health Administration.  In her role with HCRV, Jessica oversees VA’s national prison outreach effort, which has worked on reentry planning with over 43,000 Veterans in 1,001 U.S. state and federal prisons across the U.S.  In her role with CHALENG, Jessica oversees national input from over 10,000 Veterans and homeless service providers annually about needs among homeless Veterans and coordinates data analysis and reporting to help communities address unmet needs.  Additionally, Jessica serves as the VA lead for the VA, Health and Human Services, Office of Child Support Enforcement, American Bar Association national partnership “Helping Homeless Veterans Comply with Child Support Obligations,” and as the subject matter expert for issues relating to female Veterans who are homeless. Prior to these positions, Jessica worked in direct services for homeless Veterans, focusing on evaluation of clinical services, local VA-community partnership development, and development of Veteran peer services.  Jessica earned an MSW at University of California, Los Angeles, and a BA in Psychology from Wesleyan University in Middletown, CT.

Catherine Todd is currently the Director of Employment Services with Easter Seals Oregon. This position includes management and facilitation of two federally funded programs – the Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) and the Homeless Veteran’s Reintegration Program (HVRP). A graduate of Mt. Hood Community College, Ms. Todd has worked in the Housing and non-profit field for the last 20 years. Her work experience includes managing a 29 unit low-income housing project; directing a low-income energy assistance program; the creation of the Helping Hands Community store; an employment training program for women receiving TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) and direction of a Bureau of Community Development employment program for Eastern European Immigrants. Catherine Todd has lived in the Portland Oregon for over 41 years and she is the proud mother of a 19 year old daughter who is a freshman at Oregon State University where she’s majoring in Apparel Design and Business.

Kristine DiNardo, LMHC, MFT is the Vice President of Clinical Services at the New England center for Homeless Veterans.  Beginning her work as a Clinical Case manager for veterans with co-occurring disorders in May of 2001,  she now oversees a clinical staff of 26 and 8 supportive and specialized programs.  She has a Masters of Education degree in Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) and a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in Mental Health counseling, of which she maintains a professional license (LMHC). Kristine has over 30 years’ experience in human services as a Family Therapist specializing in trauma, Case Manager, Mental Health Clinician, Clinical Supervisor, and Program Manager, She has also had extensive experience as a Workshop Facilitator and Trainer, and worked as an Adjunct Professor at the Graduate School of Counseling Psychology at the University of Massachusetts at Boston. She maintains long standing collaborations with the Veterans Administration, Department of Veterans Services, Boston Continuum of Care Agency Network, and numerous service providers. The expertise of her clinical staff along with Veteran-centric models of service provision, assist Veterans to improve the quality of their lives and transition out of homelessness. 

Jordan Press joined CSH in October 2007, where he is responsible for designing and representing the organization’s policy goals to Capitol Hill and the Administration.  He also coordinates federal policy advocacy with CSH staff and its coalition partners.  Jordan’s expertise includes HUD, Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Justice programs that relate to preventing and ending homelessness, as well as advocating for CSH’s interest in tax credit and other Treasury programs.  Jordan came to CSH after 5 years of serving as senior legislative assistant to U.S. Congressman Christopher Shays of Connecticut.  While working for Mr. Shays, Jordan was an advisor on housing and financial services, and was responsible for the Congressman’s work on the Housing Subcommittee.  Jordan is a graduate of Colgate University and is currently pursuing his Masters in Real Estate Development at New York University’s Schack Institute of Real Estate. 

Kathleen Guarino, LMHC, is the Director of Training at The National Center on Family Homelessness at American Institutes for Research, where she designs and executes the training agenda for The National Center. Kathleen serves as lead developer of training curricula, provides training and consultation, and oversees staff development in training and program development. Kathleen brings an expertise in trauma and trauma-informed care and has developed a number of tools and resources to support organizations in becoming trauma-informed that include: the Trauma-Informed Organizational Toolkit, which includes an organizational self-assessment for trauma-informed care and Trauma-Informed Care for Women Veterans Experiencing Homelessness, a guide for community-based organizations and included in the White House Strengthening Our Military Families report as a strategy for serving female veterans. Currently the project director for START with Kids, a pilot program of the Department of Justice's Safe Start Initiative, Kathleen supports the implementation of trauma-informed, clinically-driven care across the emergency shelter system in Worcester, MA. Kathleen is a licensed mental health clinician with experience providing therapeutic services to children and families in residential and outpatient settings. Kathleen received her Master’s in Counseling Psychology from Boston College, and she holds a certificate in Traumatic Stress Studies from the Trauma Center in Brookline, MA. 

Renato Izquieta is a Supervising Attorney of Special Projects with the Legal Aid Society of Orange County (LASOC).  He has been with legal services since 1997. He is admitted to the California State Bar and in Federal Court. Mr. Izquieta is also admitted before the U.S. Tax Court.  Mr. Izquieta has worked in legal services in 1997 working as a staff attorney with Inland Counties Legal Services.  In 2001 Mr. Izquieta joined Legal Aid Society of Orange County (LASOC). At the LASOC Mr. Izquieta works in the litigation department assisting low income clients in a variety of civil legal issues such as family law, landlord tenant, public benefits, consumer matters, IRS tax, and a variety of other civil legal issues. Mr. Izquieta also oversees the Homeless and Veteran’s Project at LASOC. He provides direct services by going out to homeless shelters, serving as a collaborative partner of Homeless Court, and reaching out to various homeless and veteran’s providers. Mr. Izquieta also manages the Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC).  This program provides direct advocacy to low-income taxpayers before the IRS and tax.  The goal of this clinic is educate clients about their rights and responsibilities as taxpayers, while providing them with excellent representation before the IRS and Tax Court. Mr. Izquieta is also an American Bar Association Commission member on Homeless and Poverty.  He has been a member to this Commission since 2010.  This Commission has been one of Mr. Izquieta’s career highlights because this Commission has expanded his knowledge, passion commitment to serve the homeless and poor so they can have better access to justice.  In the evenings Mr. Izquieta teaches at UC Irvine’s paralegal program. In 2005 and 2006 Mr. Izquieta received the outstanding instructor’s award. Mr. Izquieta also has the honor to sit as Judge Pro Tem for the Collaborative Court for the Orange County Superior Court. In November 2012, Mr. Izquieta was awarded the Humanitarian Person of the Year by the Orange County Superior Court. 

Tasha Harris currently serves as the Program Director of the National Community Stabilization Trust. In this capacity, Tasha is responsible for the coordination of activities in support of the HUD Neighborhood Stabilization Program and the development and support of ongoing operations of the National Community Stabilization Trust. Prior to joining the National Community Stabilization Trust, Tasha served as the Chief Operations Manager of Expanding Markets for Freddie Mac from 2004 to 2008. In this capacity, Tasha was responsible for overseeing the development of national and local single-family affordable housing lending initiatives and managing procedural and policy activities of field operations. Prior to joining Freddie Mac, Tasha worked at Enterprise Community Partners (formerly the Enterprise Foundation), where she was responsible for furthering both Freddie Mac and Enterprise Community Partners affordable homeownership initiatives. Tasha has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from Howard University in Washington, DC and a Masters of Public Policy in Development Studies from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University in Princeton, New Jersey.
Debby Wiesen is the Vice President and Dean of the Veterans Training School at the New England Center for Homes Veterans (NECHV). Ms. Wiesen, founder of the Veterans Training School (VTS) and workforce development leader, earned her MBA and MSLIS degrees from Simmons College. In addition to her role as HVRP Program Director, Debby was instrumental in securing funding for the renovated in-house Information Resource Center (IRC), which serves over 600 Veterans annually. She has significant experience forming strategic partnerships in the realms of education, government and business. Through her collaborative efforts with Bunker Hill Community College (BHCC), VTS is a Cisco Academy School offering on-site BHCC IT Certifications leading to competitive employment opportunities. In 2011, the HVRP Employment Program was featured on a NBC Making a Difference segment focusing on employers making difference in Veterans’ lives.
William F. Russo: In 2006, Mr. Russo was appointed Deputy Director of the Office of Regulation Policy and Management at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.  His duties include supervising the VA Regulations Rewrite Project, a massive plain-language rewrite of VA’s disability compensation regulations.  He coordinates policy and legal matters in VA rulemakings on its health care, benefits, and cemetery programs, working with public interest groups and Federal officials to improve VA's regulations.  In addition, he coordinates VA’s support for programs which provide free legal services to low-income veterans.  Before joining VA in 1999, Mr. Russo represented disabled veterans before the VA and the US Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.  He testified to Congress and trained veterans’ advocates on the VA claims process.  He has also served on the boards of several non-profit organizations, including the Veterans Assistance Foundation, which provides transitional housing for homeless veterans.  He graduated with honors from the University of Maryland in 1985 and received his law degree from The George Washington University Law School in 1989.
Kisa Carter currently serves as the Jobs for Veterans State Grants Program Lead at the U.S. Department of Labor-Veterans Employment and Training Service (DOL-VETS).  She is the central point of contact for planning and administrative actions associated with the Jobs for Veterans State Grant (JVSG) program, which funds the Disabled Veterans’ Outreach Program (DVOP) specialists and Local Veterans Employment Representative (LVER) staff in 54 states and territories.  Prior to her tenure at DOL-VETS, she was the Director, Veteran Programming at America Works-DC (AWDC).  In her role, she managed the AWDC office that administers the Homeless Veteran Reintegration Program (HVRP).  Kisa has also worked as Public Policy Director for the Hemophilia Federation of America (HFA) and a graduate fellow for the National Organization for Rare Disorder’s (NORD).  Prior to relocating to the Washington DC metro area, Kisa worked for the Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) in Houston, Texas and served eight years in the United States Air Force. Kisa is a graduate of Baruch College-City University of New York, graduating with a Masters in Public Administration.
